
From: Vollmann, Peterson
To: Jillian Feyk-Miney; Crescentia Brown
Subject: FW: A"s stadium
Date: Monday, January 7, 2019 9:59:34 AM

 
 
Peterson Z. Vollmann, Planner IV | City of Oakland | Bureau of Planning | 250 Frank H. Ogawa, Suite
2114 |Oakland, CA 94612 | Phone: (510)238-6167 | Fax: (510) 238-4730 | Email:
pvollmann@oaklandca.gov | Website: www.oaklandnet.com/planning 
 

From: Mercedes S. Rodriguez [mailto:mercedesmsr@att.net] 
Sent: Thursday, January 3, 2019 2:17 PM
To: ray kidd <draykidd@gmail.com>
Subject: A's stadium
 
Dear Ra,
 
It was also great to see you at the WOEIP Fundraiser Ms. Margaret Gordon's birthday party.
My feet were hurting after all that dancing in heels.
 
Thanks for sending me this information on the A's. I have been attending their meetings
and I do have problems with the stadium being at Howard Terminal. The designs are great
but not for Howard Terminal. They will only have 34,000 seats and 1,500 parking spaces.
They also plan on having events all year instead of only on game days. Parking will
definitely be a major problem. And especially for property owners and residents in West
Oakland. They have various suggestions one being that when purchasing a ticket they may
also require purchasing a parking ticket at an off site facility. They have other suggestions
but only 20% of their patrons use public transportation. I don't see that changing. 
 
I also agree with G. Patton's comments that the best site needs to be superior from a fiscal, regional
transportation and economic development perspective. A good architect can design an attractive
stadium anywhere. Based on past performance, I am not convinced that the local politicians are astute enough to
understand the distinction.
 
In an effort to get our community involved, I have had the A's at my October 27, 2018
BayPorte Village Neighborhood Watch Meeting and I have provided the A's with a list
of organizations that I am involved with to schedule Community Meetings. One that is
scheduled is the Neighborhood Crime Prevention Council NCPC 2X 5X. That meeting
will be held on Thursday February 7, 2019 6:30 PM at the West Oakland Senior
Center on Adeline and 18th Street. 
 
Below is what I responded to community members and the Oakland A's on
December 27, 2018:
 
Dear All,
 
As you know the Oakland A's are planning a Ball Park at Howard Terminal on Market
Street. Now is the time to get involved and provide your opinion and Speak Up. See
my response to Mr. Peterson Vollmann, Oakland City Planner below.
 
Please pass this information on to others in our West Oakland Community.
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Your consideration is greatly appreciated.
 
Regards,
 
Mercedes S. Rodriguez
President
West Oakland Library Friends (WOLF)
(510) 444-0803
MercedesMSR@att.net

 
Dear Mr. Vollmann,
 
I am speaking up as a result of the D3 Newsletter Volum 2 Edition 11 from our Council Member
Lynette Gibson McElhaney below. I did respond to you and my reference number is 7.
 

SPEAK UP!

Oakland A's Proposed Ball Park: Environmental Impact

Comments Due By 5PM January 7th

As part of the A's proposed Waterfront Ball Park in Jack London’s Howard Terminal, the
City of Oakland’s Planing Department is preparing an Environmental Impact Report
(EIR). Early outreach efforts reveal that the proposed ball park at the Howard Terminal site
will have impacts on West Oakland, Jack London and Downtown neighborhoods in District
3. Air quality, traffic, parking and infrastructure are among the matters identified by D3
Residents. This PUBLIC COMMENT period is required by state law and will certify the
official public record. Now is the time to express your concerns, if any, about how this
project will impact your neighborhood and your city.  

As Lynette always says: “Not one of us is as wise as all of us.” We encourage you to review
the proposal, ask questions and offer your input before the deadline. Share your thoughts
on: 

The potential impacts of this project on the community and the environment (including
construction and operation)
Measures or alternatives the City or the A’s can take to minimize these impacts

You may submit comments HERE, or by contacting City Planner Peterson Volmann
at PVollmann@oaklandca.gov. Please be sure to reference this project’s case number
ER18-016 in all comments. Responses must be submitted by 5PM on Monday, January
7, 2019. 
 
Dear Mr. Peterson Vollmann,
 
I understand that you are with the City Planning Department and comments should be sent
to you regarding the A's Ball Park at Howard Terminal prior to Monday January 7,
2019. I am responding at the request of our City Council Person Lynette Gibson
McElhaney's D3 Newsletter Volume 2 Edition 11.
 
I am a homeowner at BayPorte Village on Market Street between 8th and 10th, Market to
Filbert Street, which is a community of 71 single family homes right down the street from
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Howard Terminal. We already have a problem with parking. People that work near down
town park on Market Street and our general area. We also have a problem with litter, illegal
dumping, vandalism, theft, illegal parking of stolen vehicles, braking into our vehicles,
trucks parking in front of the Jack London Gateway Shoping Center and BayPorte Village,
homeless stealing our electricity and water. Parking is a major problem for us and with the
Ball Park at Howard terminal it will be a nightmare for the homeowners and residents of
West Oakland.
 
When the Warriors had their parade in downtown Oakland from 7:00 am that morning until
late that evening all of the parking spaces in West Oakland near downtown and inside of
BayPorte Village were filled with cars from people going to the parade. I understand that
80% of the A's patrons use their own vehicles. Most likely that will not change. Even though
the A's has proposed alternate means of transportation most people that drive will continue
to do so. They will also seek parking without paying, which means parking on the streets
near Howard Terminal, which is my neighborhood. In addition to the parking which will be a
major problem for West Oakland, the noise from the games, concerts and fireworks will also
be a problem. The design for the new Ball Park is great but not for Howard Terminal. Let the
A's remodel the Coliseum and make it better for those that live in East Oakland. 
 
There is an additional problem with air quality if a Ball Park is located at Howard Terminal. I
work closely with Ms. Margaret Gordon and Brian Beveridge of the West Oakland
Environmental Indicators Project (WOEIP). I am on the AB 617 Steering Committee Air
Quality Board in West Oakland with Ms. Margaret and Brian. Air quality will also be a
major factor with the Howard Terminal location.
 
I do not want the A's at Howard Terminal. I have been working with the A's team to
get the word out about Howard Terminal. I want people to know just what will be involved
so that they can make an informed decision. I want the A's to stay in Oakland just not at
Howard Terminal. Just like it was not a good decision to have the A's at Laney College, it's
not a good idea to have the A's at Howard Terminal. 
 
I have attended most of the A's meetings in West Oakland and all of the meetings at City
Hall. The first meeting was on Monday, May 14th, 2018, 6:00 PM at the Acorn Town Center.
The owners Bridge Housing of Acorn Town Center are also willing to host another A's
Commuity Meeting in 2019.  I have also had the A's representative Mr. Taj Tashombe come
to my BayPorte Village Neighborhood Watch Meeting on Saturday October 27, 2018, 3:00
PM at MORH Apartments. Mr. Tashombe or another A's representative will also attend my
local NCPC 2X 5X Meeting on Thursday February 7, 2019 6:30 PM at the West Oakland
Senior Center, which I am a member of. I am the President of the West Oakland Library
Friends (WOLF) and I am willing to host a meeting with the A's at the West Oakland Library
in 2019. In addition, I have also given the A's a list of organizations that I am affiliated with
so that they can have meetings with them as well. 
 
I want our community members to be informed about the pros and cons of an A's Ball Park
in their neighborhood. I will also request that others in our community send you their
comments about the A's at the Howard Terminal location. Some of the people that I have
spoken to are for the Howard Terminal location because it will be in walking distance from
where they live. Some say that the terminal will increase their property values and as a
result they will sell their property and move away. Most are concerned about the effect of
parking in the area especially since the A's want to have events all during the year, not just
on game days.
 
Thanks for the opportunity to share my feeling about the A's Ball Park at Howard Terminal. 
 
I would also like to thank Council Member Lynette Gibson McElhaney and Brigitte Cook for
keeping us informed about the A's at Howard Terminal.
 



Regards,
 
Mercedes S. Rodriguez
Block Captain
BayPorte Village Neighborhood Watch
(510) 444-0803
MercedesMSR@att.net
 
Ray, as you can see I am promoting the A's meetings because I want the community to see
what is happening and to express their views of the A's team moving to Howard Terminal.
Please pass this information on to others. Have them voice their concerns by January 7th,
2019 as referenced above. If you can, try to attend the meeting on February 7th.
 
I am sure that I will be seeing you around town. Have a wonderful New Year 2019.
 
Mercedes S. Rodriguez
Block Captain
BayPorte Village Neighborhood Watch
(510) 444-0803
MercedesMSR@att.net
 

On Wednesday, January 2, 2019, 5:41:18 PM PST, ray kidd <draykidd@gmail.com> wrote:
 
 
Hi Mercedes
 
I was happy to see and talk with you at Margaret's party, and thank
you for getting me out of my chair and onto the music floor.  It's
been quite a while since I have done that and it felt good.
 
I was just reading an article from a few weeks back and I came upon
the comment pasted below concerning the A's stadium.  You mentioned
that the A's rep will be attending your upcoming meeting, and I
thought it may be of interest if you haven't already seen it.  The
commenter, G Patton, is a former Oakland city planner, and he
frequently comments on the EB Express site.  He's well informed and I
usually read what he says.  In this comment he raised questions about
things like access and financing.  Regarding the latter, he mentions
that the A's proposal includes developing the coliseum site as well as
Howard terminal.  I had seen this mentioned before but had not really
focused on it, other than to confirm with someone else that the price
they were offering for the coliseum site seemed well below the market
value.  So it now strikes me that though the stadium is promoted as
privately financed, that if the Howard proposal is linked to the sale
of the coliseum site to the A's at a below market price then this may
be a back door way to add public financing to the mix.  As Patton
says, most of the details are missing so there is no way to really
know now, but something to keep in mind.
 
Ray
 
Re: “A’s Swing for the Fences at Howard Terminal”
 
Modern American culture is under relentless sensory assault
promulgated by the takeover of social media in our lives. We are in a
continual pursuit of the next huge viral thing. That thing can be a so
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called "video personality" with a big ass, a sports star like Zion
Williams at Duke or even a new baseball stadium. Williams was being
touted as the next Lebron james after less than 10 games as a college
freshman. Only last week when he and Duke were humbled by a loss to
Gonzaga and the emergence of a player named Hachimura, with obviously
better basketball skills than Williams, did people begin to pump the
brakes. The same can be said for the new A's jewel ballpark. Dave
Kaval and the A's have hit it big out of the box. This project
proposes to develop not one, but both the Howard Terminal and the
Coliseum sites. The architectural renderings are both impressive and
forward thinking in accounting for the rise in water levels in the bay
and providing tech offices, open space and affordable housing. The
local politicians all gathered together for the news conference and
could barely contain themselves. However, instead of jumping on the
bandwagon just yet, I urge the public to pump your collective brakes
until the A's come forward with some details. First of all, how do you
get there? The new A's baseball stadium has NO parking. There is no
parking within a mile and a half of the Howard Terminal site. Kaval
projects that they will build gondolas over I-880 and the railroad
tracks to bring 6,000 fans per game to the stadium. In addition, a new
pedestrian bridge will be needed for the hearty souls who have to
walk. These are not inexpensive infrastructure projects to accomplish.
The permitting process alone from Cal Trans and the Railroad companies
to traverse their right of ways could take years. Patrons were
recently stuck in the air at Knowland Park Zoo when the gondola up to
the restaurant malfunctioned. What great memories fans could get from
being stuck over I-880 on the way to an A's game. This is supposed to
be a privately financed stadium, but the infrastructure alone to get
people there will be very expensive. In concept, development proposed
at the Coliseum would subsidize the ballpark costs. However, last time
I checked, public open space and parks do not generate a lot of
revenue. Kaval and the A's present a pretty picture, but there are no
numbers, not even rough estimates of what the bottom line costs will
be for this project. My initial skepticism was not made better by the
last minute announcement of the community meeting to discuss the
project today, November 29th. That is one day after the first big
media public announcement. If your neighbor needs a permit to build a
fence that is too tall, the City gives you a 10 day notice. Hey Kaval,
how much public input do you really expect with a 1 day notice? Let me
be clear, I am an A's fan who is still pissed with Jerry Brown for
killing the A's Fox theater ballpark project in Uptown. I want a new
park that works for everyone. However, I don't want MLB's desire for
the waterfront ballpark TV money shot to drive the project. It is
selection of the right site, not the design that should be the
priority in making the decision. The best site needs to be superior
from a fiscal, regional transportation and economic development
perspective. A good architect can design an attractive stadium
anywhere. Based on past performance, I am not convinced that the local
politicians are astute enough to understand the distinction.
Posted by GPatton on 11/29/2018 at 5:06 PM


